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justified the action of its builders. The
Seine is a great thoroughfare for trade and
commerce, and its sides are lined with magnif-
icent stone quays, which keep its water with-
in bounds and furnish landing stages and
broad esplanades for pleasure and trade.
Near the center of the city the Seine divides
into two streams and creates the He de la
Cite, which is covered with fine public build-
ings. The river, which varies from 300 to
500 feet in width, is spanned by more than
thirty magnificent bridges, one of which has
been in existence for over 400 years and
others for more than 300 years. Many of the
bridges are adorned with historical relics
or with statuary designed to commemorate
great events.
Steam and electric roads connect Paris
with its numerous famous suburbs—Boulogne
and its famous park and race courses; Ver-
sailles, with its palace and beautiful gardens;
Saint-Denis, with its cathedral where the
kings of France are buried, and a score of
others near and farther, each abounding in
historic or artistic interest. The railroads
which connect Paris with the other cities of
Europe are numerous and well equipped.
They enter the city from different quarters
and terminate in fine stations, all of which
are easily reached by the street and under-
ground railways.
Streets, Parks and Boulevards. Paris is
famous for its handsome boulevards and
streets. There are three circles of boule-
vards, the inner one, or Grands Boulevards,
enclosing the oldest section; the next circle
surrounds the old suburbs, and beyond this
is the boulevard system extending about the
newer suburbs. The city is known, too, for
its many handsome squares.
In the northwest is the Place de PEtoile
(Place of the Star), whence radiate twelve
great avenues. Chief among these is the
Champs Elysees, running southeast, under
slight changes of direction and name, to the
Place de la Bastile, There it meets other
diverging streets, one of which continues in
the same general direction to the Place de la
Nation. The Champs Elysees proper ter-
minates in the Place de la Concorde, which
once streamed with the blood of the Revolu-
tion. Beyond is the garden of the Tuileries,
now the beautiful playground of crowded
Paris, and still farther, the Palace of the
Louvre, with its wonderful treasures of art
and nistory. Across tjhe river tp the south
 of the Champs Elysees are the spacious
grounds of the Hotel des Invalides (a home
for old soldiers), which almost meet the
Champ de Mars and the wide tract that faces
the Palace of the Trocadero, on the north
side of the river.
South of the river, also, are the charming
gardens of the Luxembourg, and farther east,
next the river, is the Jardin des Plantes (bo-
tanical garden), with its marvelous living
collection of plants from all parts of the
world. In the northeastern part of the city
is the beautiful park of the Buttes Chau-
mont, where advantage has been taken of
high hills and deep ravines to make a most
delightful garden. Just outside of the city,
to the west, is the Bois de Boulogne, a mag-
nificent park, much of which is still in its
natural state, where great trees shadow acres
of hillside, interspersed with meadows, lakes
and gardens. Among them all run the beau-
tiful drives and charming walks that have
made this park famous for many years.
Across the city, at the southeast, is the Bois
de Vincennes, a smaller, but almost equally
beautiful, tract. The cemetery of Mont-
parnasse, in the southern part of the city,
and the cemetery of Pere Laehaise, in the
east, are beautifully kept and attract many
visitors to the graves of the famous people
buried there.
Public Buildings, Monuments and Insti-
tutions. Paris has long been famed for the
magnificence of its churches, palaces and
other public buildings. Chief of these is
the great Palace of the Louvre, located on the
north bank of the Seine, almost in the center
of the city. Directly south of it, and some
distance from the opposite side of the river,
is the Palace of Luxembourg, once a royal
residence, but now the home of great collec-
tions of modem paintings and statuary. The
Palace of the Troeadero fronts the Seine on
the north bank. It is a huge oriental build-
ing, in front of which is a great ornamental
fountain. The palace was built in 1878 for
the International Exposition, and it still eon-
tains many treasures of sculpture and eth-
nology. Across the river are the Eiffel
Tower, and the Champ de Mars, where have
been erected the buildings for other inter-
national expositions. The Hotel des Invalides
has been in existence since 1670, and in
connection with it is a military museum, with
a fine collection of relics. The President of
France makes ids official home in the Palais

